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“For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it 
would come to light.”  Mark 4:22
The Visual Non-Visual Network is a group that aims for excellence in social inclusion within Malta, 
the Mediterranean and Africa. The Network is part of the VO/NGO Torball Society of the Blind, based 
in Malta. The Network was founded in 2014 by visual and non-visual people, that together, focus on 
the sustainability and independent living for 2020 and beyond. 

Malta is a Christian country. 98% of the population adhere to Roman Catholicism, making the 
Maltese islands one of the most Catholic countries in the world.

Christian values of equality, social inclusion, loving your neighbour and charity are also at the heart 
of our network. The Visual Non-Visual Network wishes to reach out to the Catholic Church in the 
UK and internationally, to make connections and bridges, to grow this network and raise awareness 
of our mission with those communities whose values are the same, in the e ort to aid ‘fulfilled lives 
beyond light’ for the visually impaired.

Maria Elich, is a 47-year-old blind homeless 
lady, who was born in London and has lived in 
Malta since the age of 2. At the age of 4 she 
was hit by a car which resulted in her total 
blindness by the age of 7 years old.  Having 
confronted hardship due to her disability, the 
impact it had on her health which inhibited 
her inclusion to society, she is now one of the 
emerging success stories of the Visual Non-

The Visual Non-Visual network also create social 
opportunities for the visually impaired to be part of 
social culture such as olive harvesting and a fundraising 
festival in 2020 for visual and non-visual people, 
particularly youth led groups who will come and camp 
in nature, including their pets and have an open forum 
to discuss social equality, inclusion and integration 
for now and the future. The festival will be held in the 
beautiful grounds of the MonteKristo Estate www.
montekristo.com

Maria Elich is available for interviews and has an 
imminent trip to London, where she plans to exhibit 
her work and talk with young people. Follow Maria’s 
journey, or perhaps you’d like to know more about what 
the Visual Non-Visual Network do? Maybe, come to 
see for yourself what we do in Malta? We’d be happy 
to show you first-hand some of the activities like art 
workshops and olive harvesting that we make possible 
for the visually impaired to do together with the visual.

Visual Non-Visual Network  
Email: farrugia23rd@gmail.com 
torballmalta@gmail.com
Administration:
www.visualnonvisualnetwork.org

Maria is Malta’s first blind artist. She has upcoming exhibitions and leads talks with children, the next 
generation, on the importance of equality and social inclusion for all.

Visual Network. The network has helped Maria to acquire new skills and assisted her in facing her 
challenges in the effort to eventually realise her dream of sustainable independent living.


